
DFD-07: Expedition to Danakil Depression  

Duration = 6 days/ 5 nights 
Route = Danakil Depression  

Transportation: - 4x4 vehicles 

Minimum group size= 2 pax 

 
 

Month Tour Dates 
2019 

Prices 
Single room 
supplement 

Jan  Feb 03 – Feb 08, 2019 USD 4,503 USD 178 

Sep  Sept 26 – Oct 01, 2019 USD 4,214 USD 167 

Nov  Nov 24- Nov 29, 2019 USD 4,383 USD 173 

Dec  Dec 17– Dec 22, 2019 USD 4,383 USD 173 

 
 
Domestic airfare 
= USD258 per person, subject to change, if a client uses ET in the international flight 
 
=USD474 per person, subject to change, if a client uses other carrier different from ET 
 

Itinerary 
 
Danakil Depression is one of the remotest spot in the world and the lowest part in unique land formation of the 
world Great Rift Valley system, still this part of the earth unstable and pulling each other to the opposite side. 
 
Erta Ale is one of the few volcanoes in the world that have an almost persistent lava lake; it is an isolated basaltic 
shield volcano, 50 km wide, rising more than 600 meter from below sea level. Absolutely unique Lava lake 
erupting all the time in the world, it is around crater because it is inside the rift valley system the earth still is not 
stable, not only for adventure trip or to see it is also the best place for study for Volcano. Still the science is not 
reach why and when the volcano is happening and how to save lives of many people death because of the 
Volcano and Earth movement.   
 
Erta Ale means Smoking Mountain by Afar Language. At night when you walk to the volcanic hill Erta Ale 613 high 
you will see light from farther the at the sky walk over amazing extensive dry lava unusual topography.  
 
Dallol is 100 km from North West of Erta ale the lowest part of Danakil Depression 116 below sea level 
extremely hottest and inhospitable place but enjoyable and extraordinary colorful landscape; nearby travelers 
can visit Lake Asale, which is a famous salt mining lake. This precious stone salt or Amole was once used as a 
currency in Ethiopia. Today, hundreds of camel caravans can be found on the road daily (with the exception of 
Fridays and during the hottest months from March- September) transporting this salt to the north western highlands 
of Ethiopia.  
 
This itinerary is for those who love nature and adventure. In this region, the climate varies from around 250 C (770 
F) during the rainy season to 480 C (1180 C) during the dry season (March- August). Amazingly, it is one of the 
hottest places year round anywhere on Earth. Only the Awash River flows into the depression, where it ends in a 
chain of lakes that increase in salinity. 



 
Day 1: Arrival in Addis Ababa 
 
Arrival at Bole International Airport (Addis Ababa) where you will be met by Dinknesh Ethiopia Tour 
representative.  
 
Make city tour of Addis Ababa that includes:- 
 
Trinity Cathedral:-a beautiful church with a baroque style of European architecture which is unique to both 
Ethiopia and Africa and is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. Here you will find scripts of the imperial families, statues 
done by a Greek sculpture, Stained glass window paintings from the Old and New Testament in the Bible and 
coffins of Emperor Haile Silassie-I; the founder of the church, and his wife. 
 
National Museum:-It comprises of many archaeological and historical findings including the famous complete 
hominid fossil remain of ‘Lucy’ locally known as ‘Dinknesh’ meaning wonderful. Visiting this museum is having a 
good summary for your visit to the historic Ethiopia. 
Overnight Jupiter hotel or similar 

 
 
 
 



Day 2: Fly to Mekele and drive to Hamed Ella 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport and fly to Mekele. On arrival, meet your 4x4 vehicles and drive to Hamed 
Ella. On the way you will pass through the beautiful Tigre villages, and the escarpment of the Afar depression, 
commonly known as the cradle of mankind and which is part of the Great East African Rift Valley. Here you will 
see very long camel caravans going to the traditional salt mining, or to the North Eastern highlands of the 
country, loaded with salt bars in old traditional way. You will also have a stop at BrehaAlle, where you get the 
permission and scouts for the trip then drive to Hammed Ella, a small village where you camp the next two 
nights.  
 
Overnight camping at Hamed Ella   

 
 
Day 3: Hammed Ella – Dallol – Hamed Ella 
Early in the morning you will visit the caravans that are leaving to the traditional salt mining at sunrise. After 
having breakfast at the campsite drive toDallol;it is a part of the Afar depression with temperature record of. 
The climate varies from around 25°C / 77°F to 64.4°C/148°F. And it has exceptionally magnificent landscape 
which includes the Danakil Desert and Lake Asale (less than 126 m below sea level), which is the lowest point in 
Africa,  Dallolis also part of the Depression and one of the hottest places year round anywhere on Earth.  
 



Here in Dallol you will visit the beautiful land mainly covered by salt, sulfur and different minerals that gives the 
area a spectacular color, after visiting Dallol drive back to the salt lake where you can see the Afar and Tigre 
men, who cut the salt into bars and carry it by camel to the highland of Ethiopia.Late in the late afternoon visit 
the Afar village and camel caravan around Hammed Ella.    
Overnight camping at Hammed Ella 

Day 4:  Hammed Ella – Dodom – ErtaAlle 
In the morning drive about 85Km through the breathtaking adventures way to Erta Ale, meaning the smoking 
Mountain, via the small Afar villages called Kusrewad and Dodem, up on arrival at Dodom continue walking to 
the ErtaAlle Volcanic hills (613 meters above sea level) and visit the most spectacular lava lakes on earth, it is 
famous for being the longest existing lava lake. Please note that the best time for photography is at night. 
Overnight camping at Erta Ale 

 
 



 
Day 5: Drive to Mekele via Abala and fly to Addis Ababa 
Early in the morning walk down to Dodom where you can have breakfast, after breakfast dive to Mekele via 
Abala. On arrival in Mekele take late afternoon flight back to Addis Ababa. On arrival, transfer to hotel. 
Have a farewell dinner at one of the best traditional restaurants of Addis where you can taste the variety of 
Ethiopian meals, and see the folkloric dances of the Ethiopians.  
 
Overnight Jupiter or similar 4* Hotel 
 
Day 6: Departure 
 

 
The price is inclusive of: -  

- Accommodation on a twin room-sharing basis  
- Three meals a day out of Addis, and only breakfast in Addis  
- All entrance fees  
- Transfers  
- Two Air conditioned, and comfortable 4 X 4 Toyota Land Cruisers with fuel, insurance and drivers’ 

allowance 
- Professional English speaking guide with all his expenses  
- Camel Hire at Erta’ale  
- Portage fees  
- Professional Cook for the camping days  
- First class camping gears  
- Domestic air fare  
- Air fare for the guide 
- All local guides 
- Armed scouts  
- Government tax 

 
Price exclusive of: - 

- Lunch and dinner in Addis  
- Any alcoholic drinks  
- Personal expense like souvenirs, laundry, etc 
- Tips 
- Any expense which is not stated in the ‘Included List’ above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


